Book Club Questions for 

Photo, Snap, Shot
Caution: Spoiler alert!

1. Early in the story, Kiki gets a call from the school saying that Anya is all right “now.” Is this a typical call? Have you ever gotten a phone call like that from a school or child care facility? How did you respond?

2. Because Sheila loaned Kiki money for the deposit on Kiki’s new rental home, Sheila is wielding a lot of clout and control over Kiki. Do you think that is fair? Discuss how money changes a person’s relationships with in-laws and family. 

3. Kiki’s friend Maggie explains that Sissy Gilchrist embarrassed her son, Matt, and as a result the boy’s confidence suffered. Maggie considered asking for have Matt transferred. Under what circumstances would you ask to have your child transferred out of a class? 

4.  Anya is no longer interested in spending her Sundays with her mother. This pulling away is a very normal and natural part of the parent-child relationship, and yet it still hurts. Do you remember pulling away from your parents? How did you show your desire to be independent? If you are a parent, have you experienced this? How did you respond?

5. Jennifer Moore is struggling to come to grips with the fact that her son, Stevie, is gay. Discuss how you might feel if you learned that your child was gay. Discuss how you’ve seen different families handle this news. Jennifer’s husband is less understanding than she is. Have you seen a difference in how mothers respond versus how fathers respond to the news that a child is gay? Do you think this is typical? Why or why not.

6. Stevie Moore posted lies on a social networking site in an attempt to hide the fact that he was gay. Do you monitor what your child posts on social networking sites? Do you think people believe what they read on these sites?

7. Connie McMahan discusses with Kiki the concept of “essential nature.” (p. 106) Do you agree with Connie? Or do you believe that people can radically change who they are?
8.  Mahreeya, Ella, Jennifer and Patricia all grew up together and stayed in the St. Louis area. Do you have friends you grew up with? Did you stay close to home? Why or why not? Do friends you made in high school have a special place in your life? Have any of you changed a lot? 

9. Later we learn that Mahreeya has had plastic surgery to try to reinvent herself, in part because she was so miserable in high school. What do you think about that? Do you remember high school slights? How have they intruded on your adult life? Do you think that some people overcompensate for their lost high school days? 
10.  Many years ago, experts believed that white parents should not adopt black kids because the white parents could not help their children claim their ethnic/racial heritage. Since then, thinking has changed. What are the challenges that face people when they adopt children of other ethnic/racial backgrounds? How can parents surmount those challenges? 

11. Ella gave up her baby. Discuss how difficult it would be to give up your child. Do you believe in “open” adoption? After many years, it’s nearly impossible for Ella to reconnect with her son. Do you think that birth parents should retain certain rights? Why or why not?

12. Corey is angry with Ella for giving him up for adoption. Do you think this is a common response? Why or why not?

13. Kiki avoids Vicky Ventner because Vicky brags about her son. We all like to brag about our children. Do you know anyone who goes overboard? Do you think it’s right or wrong to brag about your kids? Why?

14. Mr. Beacon’s information about Coach Johnson’s whereabouts is overlooked initially. Do you think that people tend to overlook service providers? Do we stereotype them? Have you ever worked in the service industries or at a menial job where people looked right through you?

15. Sissy Gilchrist’s parents decided not to report her assault to the police. They felt they were protecting their child. Do you think it’s ever a good idea to keep an assault a secret? Did they do the right thing? Would you question what to do if something similar happened to your child?

16. In her search for information, Kiki lies and gets herself invited to a barbecue held by white supremacists. They decide to use CDs of music to try to spread their message of racial purity. Do you listen to all the music your child has? Do you make sure you are aware of the lyrics? Have you ever been surprised by something you’ve heard?

17. Along the way, Kiki explores the Veiled Prophet, which hosts a debutante ball in St. Louis. Were you a debutante? Would you want your daughter to be? How would you react if your daughter or son was invited to attend such an event?

18. The theme of this book is clearly stated when Kiki explains that she told Anya “people who hate, hate.” Whether the target is Jews, Mexicans, blacks or homosexuals. And yet, when Kiki is helped by the Mexican workers, she fears they are stealing her car. She is instantly ashamed of herself. Discuss the struggle we face to overcome the prejudices we grew up with. Is that different than being a person who hates? Why or why not?

