The following are resources I consulted for Photo, Snap, Shot. This is not an exhaustive list. If you have a resource you’d like for me to add, please email me at joannaslan@aol.com and put “Veiled Prophet” in the subject line!
Since so many aspects of the Veiled Prophet are secret, it can be difficult indeed to get a true picture of the organization. Therefore, I consulted as many resources as possible, trying to assemble various partial snapshots, hoping to get a holistic view of the VP.

Of course, you might first want to go to the organization’s own website at http://www.veiledprophet.org
Then explore these--
1.  Wikipedia—A good starting place, although nothing on Wikipedia can ever be taken as 100% accurate.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veiled_Prophet_Ball

2. A History of the Veiled Prophet Festivities and How They’ve Changed Over the Years. 
http://www.nps.gov/archive/jeff/adhi%20Folder/adhi2-3b.htm
Note that until 1986, the Park Service footed the bill for extra rangers for the festivity.

3. An account of the first time the Veiled Prophet made a public appearance other than at the ball and festivities.
http://home.earthlink.net/~ralphcooper/pimaga17.htm

4. Life Magazine Goes to the Veiled Prophet’s Ball (1946). A truly splendid photographic essay that gives a great visual reference point to the pageantry. 
http://books.google.com/books?id=iU0EAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA144&lpg=PA144&dq=Veiled+Prophet&source=bl&ots=SUsTBOlSDE&sig=busa0ZpMbolFpvvx7ZySTjVUOvM&hl=en&ei=TxNfS_muOoK9lAe5ne3jCw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=5&ved=0CBEQ6AEwBDhk#v=onepage&q=Veiled%20Prophet&f=false
5. Edgar Allan Poe was influenced by the same Thomas Moore poem from which sprang the Veiled Prophet legend.

See the article by Nancy Niblack Baxter, “Thomas Moore’s Influence on ‘Tamerlane ’,” Poe Newsletter, II (1969), 37. [For his love story Poe was indebted to Moore’s “The Veiled Prophet of Khorassan” in Lalla Rookh. ]
6. Discussion of the Drawbacks and Benefits of VP Fair. 
Explains the costs and damages to the Arch grounds. Discusses the entertainment. Includes the viewpoints of the African-American citizens of the area.

http://www.nps.gov/archive/jeff/adhi%20Folder/adhi2-3b.htm
7. A look at how Roman Catholics felt about the Veiled Prophet.  
Admittedly, this is one man’s very personal vantage point. However, it does help explain the growth of other cotillions.  
From “Hooligan Days,” from Multitudes: The Unauthorized Memoirs of Sam Smith by Sam Smith
http://prorev.com/mmcg.htm
8. Exclusion of Jews at VP Ball.


Once my father and I dressed in our best clothes and, using tickets provided by 
one of his customers, attended the crowning of the Queen of Love and Beauty at 
the Veiled Prophet Ball.…My father and I watched from the balcony, for Jews 
were not allowed on the “floor.”


From Taking It Personally: Racism in the Classroom from Kindergarten to 
College. By Ann Berlak and Sekani Moyenda. Temple University Press, 
Copyright 2001, p. 41.

9. From the Missouri Botanical Gardens website, information about the orchid bouquet carried by the Queen of Love and Beauty. 
Since 1878, the Gardens have been supplying “the Veiled Prophet Queen’s bouquet (which) measures up to 3 feet long and 2 feet across, and contains hundreds of blossoms. All of the orchids are selected two days before the ball, to ensure the finest flowers are used.” 

http://www.mobot.org/events/orchidshow/orchidshow_podcast.asp

Note: I was curious as to the cost of the flowers and the funding. According to G. 
in membership who answered the phone on Jan. 26, 2010, the Gardens are funded 
both privately and through federal funds. I intended to ask more, but she hung up 
on me!
10. An interracial ABC-TV crew was barred from attending the ceremony after being invited by Stan Musial, as reported by JET Magazine in 1963.

http://books.google.com/books?id=PcIDAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA43&lpg=PA43&dq=Who+pays+for+Veiled+Prophet&source=bl&ots=EHUAs4qcUx&sig=aSR2kUPFmh71tvKisFlq3c4moAQ&hl=en&ei=ig5fS7qRD8PFlAf8nfjqCw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=9&ved=0CB0Q6AEwCDgK#v=onepage&q=Who%20pays%20for%20Veiled%20Prophet&f=false
11. How the VP activities were viewed as consolidating power among the Whites in the St. Louis area.
See Clarence Lang’s article, “Between Civil Rights and Black Power in the Gateway City: the Action Committee to Improve Opportunities for Negroes, 1964-75.” Journal of Social History, Spring 2004.
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m2005/is_3_37/ai_n6137076/pg_21/?tag=content;co

12. Activist Percy Green talks about the Veiled Prophet

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4m2Fe_tER5Y
13. Descriptions of VP activities in the early days.
St. Louis: The Carnival City of America, pages. 654-656

14. An extensive article about the original creation of the VP committee, the first arrival of the Prophet, and a list of the early queens.

“The Slayback Brothers and the Origin of the St. Louis Veiled Prophet Parade.”

http://www.usgennet.org/usa/mo/count/stlouis/vp.htm
Which references these sources: “The Prophet’s Pearls” by Katherine Darst; The St. Louis Magazine, Vol. I, No. 4, Sept. 1963. “St. Louis The Fourty City, 1764-1909”, by Watler B. Stevens, S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1909.
